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cases of street drunkenness are among the most complicated
and difficult that are of common occurrence. Many of them
occur to habitual drunkards who are always on the point of
apoplexy, and who very often incur injury the infliction of
which is not seen and which leaves no visible trace, so that
drunkenness, disease, and injury are mixed up in a manner
that often puzzles the most experienced surgeon. In the
present instance there is nothing to show that the fatal
cerebral haemorrhage did not come on after the second visit
to the hospital-in fact, Mr. Baker's evidence goes far to
show that it did so. It is, of course, easy to say that it would
be* safer to admit a man who is insensibly drunk and who
also has a scalp wbund into hospital; but unfortunately
intoxication is so prevalent in the lower quarters of the town
that this is not always possible. The police receive the only
directions which are practicable in the interest of people
who are or appear to be drunk-namely, to take a medical
opinion on the case whenever the man is So far unconscious
as not to answer to his name, and to visit prisoners fre-
quently, so that if insensibility comes on a medical man
may be sent for. These orders are, we believe, strictly
obeyed; in fact, it is very important for the sake of the
police themselves that they should be, and they give all the
security which is possible. But to suppose that cases such
as we have hinted at will always be diagnosed with perfect
correctness is absurd. No " strength'" of "comments'" can
avail to remove the obscurity which is inseparable from their
circumstances and their nature.

"ASTRAL PICTURES."
MRs. BESANT, if anyone, might be expected to explain the
fnew faith which she holds and preaches concerning "ghosts"
and "astral pictures" in plain and intelligible language,
which she very well knows how to use when speaking of
other subjects. Unfortunately, it is not so. Her utterances
afe delivered in an unintelligible jargon which hopelessly
obacures even the most elementary parts of her theory,
although she professes to consider these scientific. The
modus operandi of an apparition-or -" revelation in the astral
light "-was said to be this in a recent lecture which we find
reported in the pres3: " There was an intense thought in the
mind of some person. That thought was a real energy, a
real force, quite as real as electricity. It was quite as real
as an electric force that could be sent through space, and it
,was not without significance that, whenever they got
thought action, they got electrical action. Their medical
men would tell them that, when there was thought in con-
nection with the brain, there was electrical action -in connec-
"tion with the brain. When they thought intensely on the
physical plane they set free electricity, and on the astral
plane, they set up a current through this astral matter or
ether. They thought intensely of a person, and the current
set up in astral matter or ether went in the direction of that
person as certainly as they could send a current along a wire,
when they wished it to reach a distant town. This set of
etheral vibrations, reaching the person who was intensified
in their thought, affected the person by the same medium,
and in some cases appeared as an objective reality. In very
many cases only as a mental impression was the person
thought of. What were the conditions under which this un-
conscious picture was produced? It was constantly produced
where a person was dying, and where the dying person was
exceedingly desirous of seeing some absent friend or relative.
,It most often happened between those closely united by ties
of'blood or of affection." On whom' can this sort of jargon
impose ? If plain English were used, the tissue of baseless
assuniptions and theories indeedwould be plain. If itwere said
that the result of " intense thought " was to set free a current
which moved through laminiferous ether, and, going straight
't6 some-indicated person thousands of miles away,. presented
it41f' as a "stair picture " of the person thinking- or of the
thought,. it would be seen that this is only reasserting in the
'rdest and wildest form the vulgar theory of " apparitions "

and " messages," and presuming to ally them with science.
It is nothing else than a reiteration of the belief in " ghosts,"
clothed in language stolen from scientifc" books where, it has
a meaning, and used in a meaningless way to throw dust in.
the eyes of the large class of people who are always disposed
to think highly of what they do not understand, and to be
influenced by big words. An appeal is made by Mrs. Besant
to medical men ; they can, however, only tell her that she is
talking pure nonsense in a peculiarly pretentious way. Mind
has as much but no more to do with electricity than muscle.

SCOTLAND.
ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY.

IN the presence of a large concourse, the medical graduation
in connection with the University took place on April 4th.
The conduct of the students as to noise and humour was
about the average. The degree of M.D. was conferred on
twelve graduates. And the degrees of M.B. and C.M. were
conferred on forty-one candidates. The summer session of
the University will begin on Monday, April 18th.

THE EXTENSION OF THE EDINBURGH ROYAL
INFIRMARY.

A PARAGRAPH which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of March 19th, has been by some peisons mis-
interpreted to imply that the JOURNAL is lending its influenice
to oppose the much-needed extension of the Edinburgh Royal
Infirmary. There is not the slightest foundation for such asser-
tion. The JOURNAL, onthecontrary, hasstronglyand repeatedly
urged the need for that extension. Thus, so farback as
December 27th, 1890, we wrote: "A new nurses' home has
beenbegun. The site chosen-having regard to the exten-
sion of the general hospital wards, which will presently be
forced on the managers-is not a well-advised one. The
managers must face the fact that the number of beds will
have to be increased to something like 1,000 instead of 600."
What we now say is that, till the extension is made, every
available bed in the hospital ought to be called into service.

IRELAND.
MEATH HOSPITAL.

THE annual meeting of the friends and supporters of the
Meath Hospital was held on April 4th, under the presidency
of Sir George Porter, Bart. The resort and the statement of
'accounts, which were adopted, showed that the income from
all sources was £5,184 15s. 7d. and the expenditure
£4,837 14s. lid; 1,266 patients were treated in the wards and
14)985 in the dispensary. The total death-rate was 7.23 per
cent.

MEMORIAL TO DR. CHAPLIN, OF KILDARE.
IT is proposed to perpetuate the memory of this distinguished
surgeon by placing a memorial window in the cathedral of
Kildare. For twenty years the late Dr. Chaplin devoted his
constant attention to the restoration of this ancient cathedral,
and chiefly by his energy it has been almost re-erected at a
cost of several thousand pounds. Just before his death he
was trying to arrange that a west window should be put up
in memory of the late Duke of Leinster. It is now intended
to erect a somewhat similar window at the east end of the
cathedral to the memory of Dr. Chaplin; the movement has
been started by the Archbishop of Dublin and an influential
comniittee.
SiB DoUGLAS GALTON. gave evidence on Wednesday, April

6th, before 'Mr. Lees Knowles's Committee,' in favour of the
tecnical education and registration of plumbers, ajd ex-
pressed thie opinion that anyone Iiriprop'rly styling lEm,elf
-a registered plumber should be liable to a penalty. e'


